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Sfofoettfeement, 



TAe Editors of the following Selections from the 
writings of John Woolman, have thought that they 
might form a suitable companion to a short Memoir 
of his life, which is No. 15 of this series. 

It may be, that the perusal of these pages will pro- 
duce in some, a conviction of the soundness of the 
sentiments, and of their conformity to the precepts 
and example of our great and holy Pattern. Such 
are affectionately invited to consider how prominent 
are the features of self-denial and purity of conduct 
in the true disciple of the Lord Jesus. Let them not 
he discouraged at the magnitude of the work which 
must be accomplished to gain this, character, but 
earnestly look unto Him who has graciously declared, 
" Him that cometh to me, J will in no wise cast 
■out*" 
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SELECTIONS, &c. 



On Christian Moderation.* 



A 



SUPPLY to nature's lawful wants, joined? 
with a peaceful, humble mind, is the truest 
happiness in this life; and if we arrive at 
this, and continue to walk in the path of the 
just, our case will be truly happy. Though 
herein we may part with, or miss of, some glaring 
shews of riches, and leave our children little 
else but wise instructions, a good example, and 
"the knowledge of some honest employment; 
th£se, with the blessing of Providence, are 
sufficient for their happiness, and are more 
likely to prove so, than laying up treasures 
for them, which are often rather a snare r the a 
ary real benefit; especially to them who, 
instead of being exampled to temperance, are 



* This Section is taken from a Treatise entitled " Some Con- 
siderations on the keeping of Negroes," but which contain* 
besides, many excellent observations of general import; and these 
are what have been chiefly in the view of the Editors. - A passage 
or two however occur which particularly advert to that subject. It 
was, as may be here remarked, a subject very generally present to 
the Author's mind; and this consideration may be assisting to the 
reader, in more fully comprehending the meaning of some other 
parts of his writings, in which he is not . professedly advocating 
the cause of thd Africans, 
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in all things taught to prefer the getting: of 
riches, and to eye the temporal distinctions 
they give, as the principal business of this life* 
These readily overlook the true happiness of 
man, as it results from the enjoyment of all 
things in the fear of God, and miserably sub- 
stitute an inferior good, dangerous in the 
acquiring, and uncertain in the fruition. 

It is the conclusion of our blessed Lord and 
his apostles, as appears by their lives and 
doctrines, that the highest delights of sense, 
or most pleasing objects visible, ought ever to 
be accounted infinitely inferior to that real 
intellectual happiness suited to man in his 
primitive innocence, and now to be found in 
true renovation of mind; and that the comforts 
of our present life, the things most grateful 
to us, ought always to be received with tem- 
perance, and never made the chief objects of 
our desire, hope, or love: but that our whole 
heart and affections be principally looking to 
that, " City which hath foundations, whose 
" builder and maker is God." 'Did we so 
improve the gifts bestowed on us, that our 
children might have an education suited to 
these doctrines, and our example to confirm it, 
we might rejoice in hope of their being heirs of 
an inheritance incorruptible. 

This inheritance, as Christians, we esteem the 
most valuable; and how then can we fail to 
desire it for our children ? O that we were con* 
sistent with ourselves, in pursuing means 
necessary to obtain it ! 

It appears, by experience, that where children 
are educated in fulness, ease, and idleness, evil 
habits are more prevalent, than in common 
amongst such as are prudently employed in 
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tfhe necessary affairs of life: and if children 
are not only educated in the way of so great 
temptation, but have also the opportunity of 
lording it over their fellow-creatures, and being; 
masters of men in their childhood, how can w* 
hope otherwise than that their tender mind* 
will be possessed with thoughts too high for 
them ? which by continuance gaining strength, 
will prove like a slow current, gradually se- 
parating them from Tor keeping from acquain- 
tance with) that humility and meekness 'in which 
alone lasting happiness can be enjoyed. 

Man is born to labour, and experience abun- 
dantly sheweth that it is for our good: but 
where the powerful lay the burthen on th* 
inferior, without affording* a Christian education, 
and suitable opportunity of improving th* 
mind, that themselves may live at ease, and 
fare sumptuously, and Jay up riches for 
their posterity, this seems to contradict th* 
design of Providence, and, I doubt, is some* 
times the effect of a perverted mind: for white 
the life of one is made grievous by the rigour 
of another, it entails misery on both. 

Amongst the manifold works of Providence, 
displayed in the different ages of the world, 
these which follow (with many others) may 
afford instruction, 

Abraham was called of God to leave his 
country' and kindred, to sojourn amongst 
strangers: through famine and danger of 
death he "was forced to flee from one king* 
dom to another: he, at length, not only had 
assurance of being the father of many nations, 
but became a mighty prince. Genesis xxiii. 6. 

Remarkable were tne dealings of God with 
Jacob in a low estate. The just sense he retained 
of them after his- advancement; appears by 
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his words : " I am not • worthy of the least 
of all thy mercies." Genesis xxxh. 10. xlviii. 15., 

The numerous afflictions of Joseph are very 
.singular; the particular providence of God 
therein, no less manifest: he, at length, became 
governor of Egypt, and famous for wisdom' and 
virtue. 

The series of troubles David passed through, 
few amongst us are ignorant of; and yet he 
afterwards became as one of the great men of 
the earth. 

Some evidences of the Divine wisdom ap- 
pear in those things, in that such who are in- 
tended for high stations, have first been very 
low and dejected, that truth might be sealed 
on their hearts; and that the characters there 
imprinted by bitterness and adversity, might 
in after years remain, suggesting compassionate 
ideas, and, in their prosperity, quicken their 
regard to those in the like condition: which 
yet further appears in the case of Israel : they 
were well acquainted with grievous sufferings, 
a. long and rigorous servitude; then, through 
many notable events, were made chief amongst 
the nations. To them we find a repetition of 
precepts to the purpose abovesaid. Though, 
for ends agreeable to Infinite Wisdom, they 
were chosen as a peculiar people for a time; 
yet the Most High acquaints them, that his 
love is not confined, but extends to the stranger; 
and, to excite their compassion, reminds them 
N of times past, " Ye were strangers in the land 
of Egypt,'' Deut. x. 19. Again, "Thou shalt 
not oppress a stranger, for ye know the heart 
of a stranger, seeing ye were strangers in the 
land of Egypt." Exod. xxiii. 9. 
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If we [inhabitants of America] call to mind 
our beginning, some of us may find a time, 
wherein our fathers were under afflictions, re- 
proaches, and manifold sufferings. 

Respecting our progress in this land, the' 
time is short since our beginning was small 
and number few, compared with the native 
inhabitants. He that sleepeth not by day nor 
night, hath watched over us, and kept us as 
the apple of his eye. His almighty arm hath 
been round about us, and saved us from 
dangers. 

The wilderness and solitary deserts in which % 
our fathers passed the days of their pilgrimage, 
are now turned into pleasant fields ; the natives 
are gone from before us, and we established 
peaceably in the possession of the land, en- 
joying our civil and religious liberties; and* 
while many parts of the world have groaned 
under the heavy calamities of war, our habi* 
tation remains quiet, and our land fruitful. 

When we trace back the steps we have 
trodden, and see how the Lord hath opened 
a way in the wilderness for us, to the wise 
it will easily appear, that alL this was not done 
to be buried in oblivion, but to prepare a 
people for more fruitful returns; and the re- 
membrance thereof ought to humble us ia 
J>rosperity, and excite in us a Christian benevcK 
ence towards our inferiors* 

If we do not consider these things aright, 
but, through a stupid indolence, conceive views 
of interest separate from the general good 
of the great brotherhood, and, in pursuance 
thereof, treat our inferiors with rigour, to 
increase our wealth, and gain riches for our 
children 3 " What then shall we do when God 
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riseth up ? and when he visitetb^ what shall 
we answer him ? Did not he that made us, make 
them? and did not one fashion us in the womb?" 
Job xxxi. 14, 15. 

To' our great Master we stand or fall, to 
judge or condemn us as is most suitable to his 
wisdom or authority: my inclination is to 
persuade, and entreat, and simply give hints 
of my way of thinking. 

If the Christian religion be considered, both 
respecting its doctrines, and the happy influence 
which it hath .on the minds and manners of 
all real Christians, it looks reasonable to think 
that the miraculous manifestation thereof to 
the world, is a kindness beyond expression. 

Are we the people thus favoured? are we 
they whose minds are opened, influenced, and 
governed by the Spirit of Christ, and thereby 
made sons of God? is it not a fair conclusion, 
that we, ought, in our degree, to be active in 
the game great cause of the eternal happiness 
of, at least, our whole families, and more, if 
thereto capaeitated? 

If we, by the operation of the Spirit of 
Christ, become heirs with him in the kingdom 
of his Father, and are redeemed from the al- 
luring counterfeit joys of this world, and the 
joy of Christ remain in us, to suppose that one 
remaining in this happy condition, can, for the 
sake of earthly riches, not only deprive his 
fellow-creatures of the sweetness of freedom, 
(which, rightly used, is one of the greatest 
temporal blessings,) liut therewith neglect using 
proper means, for their acquaintance with the 
Holy Scriptures, and the advantage of true 
religion, seems, at least, a contradiction te 
reason. 
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Whoever rightly advocates the cause of some 
thereby promotes the good of all. The state 
of man was harmonious in the v beginning, 
and though sin hath introduced discord, yet, 
through the wonderful love of God, in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, the way is open for our re- 
demption, and means appointed to restore us 
to primitive harmony. That if One suffer by 
the unfaithfulness of another, the mind, the 
most noble part of him that occasions the 
discord, is thereby alienated from its true and 
real happiness. 

Our duty and interest are inseparably united, 
and when we neglect or misuse our talents, 
we necessarily depart from the heavenly fel- 
lowship, and are in the way to the greatest 
of evils. 

- Therefore to examine and prove ourselves, 
to find what harmony the power presiding 
in us bears with the Divine nature, is a duty 
not more incumbent and necessary, than it 
would be beneficial. 

In Holy Writ the Divine' Being saith of 
himself, " I am the Lord, which exercise loving- 
kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the 
earth; for in these things I delight, saith 
the Lord," Jer. ix. 24. Again, speaking 
in the way of man, to shew his compassion to 
Israel, whose wickedness had occasioned a 
calamity, and then being humbled under it, 
it is said, " His soul was grieved for their 
misery," Judges x. 16. If we consider the 
life of our blessed Saviour when on earth, as 
it is recorded by his followers, we shall find, 
that one uniform desire for the eternal, ^and 
temporal good of mankind, discovered itself 
in all his actions. 
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If we observe men, both apostles and others, 
in many different ages, who have really come 
to the unity of the Spirit, and the fellowship 
of the saints, there still appears the like dis- 
position ; and in them the desire of the real hap- 
piness of mankind, has outbalanced the desire 
of ease, liberty, and, many times, of life itself. 

If upon a true search, we find that our 
natures are so far renewed, that to exercise 
righteousness and loving-kindness (according 
to our ability) towards all men, without respect 
of persons, is easy to us, or is our delight; if 
our love be so orderly and regular, that he 
who doeth the will of our Father who is in 
heaven, appears in our view, to be our nearest 
relation, our brother, and sister, and mother; - 
if this be our case, there is a good foundation, 
to hope, that the blessing of God will sweeten 
our treasures during our stay in this life, and 
our memory be savoury, when we are entered 
into rest. 

To conclude, It is a truth most certain, that 
"a life guided by wisdom from above, agreeable 
with justice, equity, and. mercy, is through- 
out consistent and amiable, and truly benefi- 
cial to society: the serenity and calmness of 
mind in it, affords an unparallelled comfort in 
this life, and the end of it is blessed. 

And, no less true, that they, who in the 
midst of high favours, remain ungrateful, and 
under all the advantages that a Christian can 
desire, are selfish, earthly, and sensual, do miss 
the true fountain of happiness, and wander in 
a maze of dark anxiety, where all theirtreasures 
are insufficient to quiet their minds: hence, 
from an insatiable craving, they neglect doing 
good with what they have acquired, and tot 
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often add oppression to vanity, that they may 
compass more. 

u O that they were wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider their latter endl" 
Deut. xxxii. 29. 



Considerations on Pure Wisdom $ Human 

Policy. 

Pure wisdom leads people into lowliness of 
mind, in which they learn resignation to the 
Divine will, and contentment in suffering for 
the Lord's cause, when they cannot keep a clear 
conscience without suffering. 

In this pure wisdom the mind is attentive to 
the root and original, spring of motions and 
desires; and as we know u the Lord to be our 
refuge," and find no safety but in humbly 
walking before him, we feel a holy engage- 
ment, that every desire which leads ■ therefrom 
may be brought to judgment. 

While wa*proceed in this precious way, and 
find ardent longings for a full deliverance from 
every thing which defiles, all prospects of 
gain, that are not consistent with the wisdom 
from above, are considered as snares, and an 
inward concern is felt, that we may live under 
the cross, and faithfully attend to that Holy 
Spirit, which is sufficient to preserve out of 
them. 

When I have considered that saying of Christ, 
Mat. vi. 19. " Lay not up for yourselves trea- 
sures upon earth.," his omnipotence hath often _ 
occurred to my mind. 
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While we believe that he is every where 
present with his people, and that perfect good- 
ness, wisdom, and power, are united in him, 
how comfortable is the consideration ! 

Our wants raqy be great, but his power is 

greater. We may be oppressed and despised, 
ut he is able to turn our patient sufferings 
into profit to ourselves, and to the advance- 
ment of his work on earth. His people who 
feel the power of his cross to crucify all that 
is selfish in them, who are engaged in outward 
concerns from a convincement that it is their 
duty, and resign themselves, and their trea- 
sures, to him, — these feel that it is dangerous 
to give way to that in us, which craves riches 
and greatness in this world. 

As the heart truly contrite, earnestly desires 
to know Christ, and u the fellowship c>f his 
sufferings," Phil. iii. 10. so far as the Lord 
for gracious ends may lead into them; — so, 
on the contrary, tney who do not reverently 
wait for this Divine Teacher, and are not humbly 
concerned, according to their measure, "to 
fill up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ," Col. i. 24. in patiently suffering 
for the promoting of righteousness in the earth; 
but have an eye toward the power of men, and 
the outward advantage of wealth ; these are 
often attentive to those employments 'which ap- 

}>ear profitable, even though the gains arise 
rom trade and business which proceed 
from the workings of that spirit, which is es- 
tranged from the self-denying life of an humble, 
contrite Christian. 

While I write on this subject, I feel my mind 
tenderly affected toward those honestly disposed 
people, who have been brought up in employ- 
ments attended with those difficulties. 
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i 

To such I may say, in the feeling of our 
heavenly Father's love, and number myself 
with you, O that Our eyes may be single to 
the Lord ! may we reverently wait on him for 
strength, to lay aside all unnecessary expense 
of every kind, and learn contentment, in a plain 
simple life. 

May we, in lowliness, submit to the lead- 
ings of his Spirit, and enter upon any outward 
employ which he graciously points out to us> 
and then whatever difficulties arise, in conse- 
quence of our faithfulness, I trust they will 
work for our good. 

Small treasure to a resigned mind is suffi- 
cient. How happy is. it to be content with a 
little, to live in humility, and feel that in us, 
which breathes out this language, Abba, 
Father ! 

If that, called the wisdom of this world, had 
ho xesepblance of true wisdom, the name of 
wisdom, I suppose, had not been given to it. 

As wasting outward substance, to gratify 
vain desires, on one hand, so slothfulness and 
tieglect, on the other, do often involve men 
and their families in trouble, and reduce them 
to want and distress; to shun both these op- 
posite vices, is g6od in itself, and hath a re- 
semblance of wisdom : but while people thus 
provident, have it principally in view to get 
riches, and power, and the friendship of this 
world, and do not humbly wait for the Spirit of 
truth .to lead them in purity ; these, through 
an anxious care to obtain the end desired, reach 
forth for gain in worldly wisdom, and, in re- 
gard to their inward state, fall into divers temp- 
tations and snares. 'And though such may 
think of applying wealth to good purposes, and 
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to use their power to prevent oppression, yet 
wealth and power are often applied otherwise; 
nor can we depart from the leadings of o\xx holy 
Shepherd, without going into confusion. 

Great wealth is frequently attended with 

{>ower, which nothing but Divine love can qua- 
ify the mind to use rightly ; and as to the humi- 
lity, and uprightness of our children after us, 
how great is the uncertainty ! If, in acquiring 
wealth, we take hold on the wisdom which is 
from beneath, and depart from the leadings of 
truth, and example our children herein, we 
have great cause to apprehend, that wealth 
may be a snare to them; "and prove an injury 
to others, over whom their wealth may give 
them power. 

To oe redeemed from that wisdom which i* 
from beneath, and walk in the light of the Lord, 
is a precious situation : thus his people are brought 
to put their trust in him; and in this humble 
confidence in his wisdom, goodness, and power> 
the righteous find a refuge in adversities, supe-- 
rior to the greatest outward helps, and a com- 
fort more certain than any worldly advantages 
can afford* 



On the right use of the Lord's Outward 

Gifts. 

As our understandings afe opened by the 
pure light, we experience that, through an in- 
ward approaching to God, the mind is strength- 
ened in obedience ; and, £on the other hand,] that 
by gratifying thosp desires which are not of his 
begetting, those approaches to him are obstruct- 
ed, and the deceivable spirit gains strength. 
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These f ruths, being as it were engraven upon 
eur hearts, and our everlasting interest in Christ 
evidently concerned herein, we become fer- 
vently engaged, that nothing may be nourished 
which tends to feed pride or self-love in us. 
Thus in pure obedience, we fire not only in- 
structed in our duty to God, but also in the 
affairs which necessarily relate to this life ; and 
the Spirit of truth which guides into all truth, 
leavens the mind with a pious concern, that 
whatsoever we do in word or deed, may be done 
in his name. Col. iii. 17. 

Hence, such buildings, ' furniture, food, and 
raiment, as best answer our necessities, and are 
the least likely to feed that selfish spirit which 
is our enemy, are the most acceptable to us* 

In this state the mind is tender, and inwardly 
watchful, that the love of gain draw us not into 
any business, which may weaken our love to our 
heavenly Father, or bring unnecessary trouble to 
any of his creatures. 

.There is a harmony in the several parts of 
this Divine work in the hearts of people: He 
who leads them to cease from those gainful em- 
ployments, carried on in that wisdom which is 
from beneath, delivers also from the desire after 
worldly greatness, and reconciles the mind to a 
life so plain, that a little doth suffice. 

Here the real comforts of life are not lessened. 
Moderate exercise, in the way of true wisdom, is 
pleasant both to mind and body. 

Food and raiment sufficient, though in the 
greatest simplicity, are accepted with content and 
gratitude. 

The mutual love, subsisting between the 
faithful followers of Christ, is more pure than 
that friendship which is not seasoned with 
humility, bow specious soever the appearance* 
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Where people depart from, pure wisdom r» 
one case, it is often an introduction to depart 
from it in many more; and thus & spirit which 
seeks for outward greatness, and leads into 
worldly wisdom to attain it, and support it, gets 
possession of the mind. 

In beholding the customary departure from the 
true medium of labour, and that unnecessary toil 
which many go through, in supporting outward 
greatness, ana procuring delicacies : 

In beholding how the true calmness of life is 
changed into hurry, and that many, by eagerly 
pursuing outward treasure, are in great danger 
of withering as to the inward state of the mind: 

In meditating on the works of this spirit, and 
on the desolations it makes amongst the profes- 
sors of Christianity, I may thankfully acknow- 
ledge, that I often feel pure love beget longing* 
in my heart, for the exaltation of the peaceable 
Jungdom of Christ, and an engagement to labour 
according to the gift bestowed ou me, for pro* 
motingran hamble,plain, temperate way of living : 
a life in which no unnecessary cares, nor expenses, 
jaaay encumber our minds, nor lessen our ability 
to do good ; in which no desires after riches, or 
greatness, may lead into hard dealing; in which 
no connexions with worldly-minded men may 
abate our love to God, nor weaken a true zeal for 
righteousness : a life, wherein we may diligently 
labour for resignation to do, and suffer, what- 
ever our heavenly Father may allot for us, in re- 
conciling the world to himself. 

On the example of Christ. 

As my mind hath been brought into a bro- 
therly feeling with the poor, as to the thingf 
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of this life, who are under trials in regard to 
getting a living in a way answerable to thfc 
purity of truth; a labour of heart hath attended 
me, that their way may not be made difficult 
through the love of money in those who are 
tried with plentiful estates, but that they with 
tenderness of heart may sympathize with them. 

It was the saying of our blessed Redeemer, 
ic Ye cannot serve (Sod and Mammon" There 
is a deep feeling of the way of purity, a way 
in which the wisdom of the world hath no part, 
but which is opened by the Spirit of truth, and i» 
called " the way of holiness;" a way in which 
the traveller is employed in watching unto 
prayer; and the outward gain we get in this 
journey is considered as a trust Committed to 
us, bv him who formed and supports the world, 
sad is the rightful director of the use and ap« 
plication of the product of it. 

Now except the mind be preserved chaste^ 
there is no safety for us; but in an estrangement 
from true resignation, the spirit of the world 
casts up a way, in which gain is many times 
principally attended to, and in which there 
is a selfish application of outward treasures. 

How agreeable to the true harmony of society, 
is that exhortation of the apostle : " Look not 
every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others. Let this mind 
be in you which j was also in Christ Jesus." PhiL 
n. 4. . 

A person in outward prosperity may have 
the power of obtaining riches, but the same 
mind being in him which is in Christ Jesus, 
he may feel a tenderness of heart towards 
those of low degree; and instead of setting 
himself above them, may look upon it as an 
unmerited favour, that hi* way through life 
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is more easy than the way of many others; may 
improve every opportunity of leading forth out 
of those customs which have entangled the 
family; employ his time in looking into the 
wants of the poor members, and hold forth 
such a perfect example of humiliation, that the 
pure witness may be reached in many minds; 
and the way opened for an harmonious walking 
together. 

He who was perfectly happy in himself, 
moved with infinite love, " took not on 
him the nature of angels," but our im- 
perfect nature, and therein wrestled with 
the temptations which attend us in this lite ; 
and being the Son of him who is greater than 
earthly princes^ yet became a companion to 
poor, sincere-hearted men ; and though he "*- 
gave the clearest evidence that Divine power 
attended him, yet the most unfavourable con- 
structions were framed by a self-righteous 
people; those miracles represented as the effect 
of a diabolical power, and endeavours used 
to render him hateful, as having his mission 
from the prince of darkness; nor did their envy- 
cease till they took him like a criminal, and 
brought him to trial. Though some may affect 
to carry the appearance of being unmoved at 
the apprehension of distress, our dear Redeem- 
er, who was perfectly sincere, having the 
same human nature which we have, and feel- 
ing, a little before he was apprehended, the - 
weight of that work upon him, for which he 
came into the world, was "sorrowful even 
unto death." Here the human nature strug- 
gled to be excused from a cup so bitter, but 
Ins prayers centred in resignation: "Not my 
will but thine be done." In this conflict, 



( 21 ) 

10 great was his agony, that sweat like drops 
of blood fell from him to the ground. 

Behold now, as foretold by the prophet, he 
is in a judicial manner "numbered with the 
transgressors." Behold him as some poor man 
of no reputation, standing* before the high 
priest and elders, and before Herod and Pilate, 
where witnesses appear against him, and he 
mindful of the most gracious design of his 
coming, declineth to plead in his own defence, 
*'but as a Tsheep that is dumb before the shearer," 
so under many accusations, revilings, .arid buf- 
ferings, remained silent. And though he. sig- 
nified to Peter that he had access to power suf- 
ficient to overthrow all their outward forces; 
yet retaining a resignation to suffer for the sins 
of mankind, he exerted not that power, but 
permitted them to go on in their malicious de- 
signs, and pronounce him to be worthy of-death, 
even him who was perfect in goodness. Thus " in 
his humiliation his judgment was taken away," 
and he, like some vile criminal, " led as a sheep 
to the slaughter." Under these heavy trials, 
though poor unstable Pilate was convinced 
of his innocence, yet the people generally 
looked upon him as a deceiver, a blasphemer, 
and the approaching punishment as a just judg- 
ment upon him ; they esteemed him smitten 
of God and afflicted. So great had been the 
surprise of his disciples, at his being taken by 
armed men, that they forsook him and fled; 
thus they hid their faces from him, he was 
despised, and by their conduct it appeared as 
though " they esteemed him not." 

But contrary to that opinion, of his being 
smitten of God and afflicted, it was for our 
«akes that "he was put to grief;" "he was wound- 
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"ed for our transgressions; he was bruised for 
our iniquities;" and under the weight of them 
manifesting the deepest compassion for the in- 
struments of his misery, laboured as their ad- 
vocate, and in the deeps of affliction, with 
an unconquerable patience, cried out, " Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do!" 
Now this mind being in us, which was in 
Christ Jesus, it removes from our hearts the 
desire of superiority, worldly honour or great* 
ness; a deep attention is felt to the Divine 
counsellor, and an ardent engagement to pro- 
mote, as far as we may be enabled, the hap- 
piness of mankind universally; this state, where 
every motion from a selfish spirit yieldeth to 
pure love, I may, with gratitude to the Father 
of mercies acknowledge, is often opened before 
me as a pearl to dig after; attended with a living 
concern, that amongst the many nations and 
families on the earth, those who believe in the 
Messiah, that "he was manifested to destroy 
the works of the Devil," and thus to take 
away the sins of the world, may experience 
the will of our heavenly Father may. be done 
" on earth as it is in heaven." Strong are the 
desires I often feel, that this holy profession 
may remain unpolluted, and the believers in 
Christ may so abide in the pure inward feel- 
ing of his Spirit, that the wisdom from above 
may sfyine forth in their living, as a light by 
which otherts may *be instrumentally nelpea 
on their way, in the true harmonious walking* . 

FINIS. 
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